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clothe the sides of the valleys, while on the bluffs overlooking
the valleys there are sometimes pine-woods. The alluvial
valley bottoms support rich meadows.

Towards  the  south the  trees gradually disappear, until
finally there is only the open landscape of the treeless steppe.

The Northern Lumber and Cattle
The southern borders of the coniferous forests provide the
basis for the lumber industry. Timber is sent to the south,
to the treeless steppe of Kazakhstan, and even to the Asiatic
republics. The main saw-mills are situated at Omsk and
Novosibirsk. The damp meadowlands of the river valleys
and the open woodlands in the transitional zone between
forests and steppe support herds of cattle, and some flax is
grown.
The Central %one
Although the northern limit of sown crops is gradually
being extencjed farther to the north, the black earth lands of
the steppe and wooded steppe are the most important areas
for agricultural production. The Barabinsk steppe of the
north is a lightly wooded area with a very level surface.
Great grass-covered tracts extend, unbroken by any features
of relief, for distances varying from five to fifteen miles. Trees
are concentrated in small woods surrounded by steppe, so
that it is~ often difficult to say whether woods or grassland
occupy the greater area. In the south there is the drier and
less wooded Kuludinsk steppe.
, This central zone is occupied by state farms of great size.
Near Omsk, in the wooded steppe, for example, there is a
state cattle farm which occupies some 12,000 acres. It has
a herd of 2000 dairy cows and employs about 500 workers.
The countryside is dotted with birch-woods. Houses and
sheds are of wooden construction. About one-half of the
land is devoted to pasture and woodland. The remainder is
arable land, used for, the production of ensilage. The crops
are cut while they are still green in July, and stored in deep